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Friday 16th February 2024  
 
Dear Families of Brackenwood Infant School, 
 
 What a fantastic half term this one has been. We have had visits, visitors, and 
enrichment activities, such as our Mental Health Workshops and our F2 Valentine’s 
Day Phonic Sessions. Feedback from these events has been incredibly positive: 
 
‘Thank you for the opportunity to take part in this workshop. It was fun and 
interactive. We both enjoyed it.’  
‘This was brilliant. The activities were great and I enjoyed spending time in the 
environment. Really great idea.’ 
‘It's always amazing to see what the children have learnt and be able to show it off to 
us. Thank you, really enjoyed it!’ 
 
The team at Barckenwood Infant School would like to thank all of our families for the 
amazing support that you have shown us this term! Without you, we wouldn’t be able 
to offer the children the fabulous experiences that we do. 
 
We would also like to say a huge thank for to Mrs Taylor, one of our very 
experienced Midday Assistants, who retired half way through this term.  Lunch times 
will not be the same without her.   
 
Don’t forget that you can keep up to date on everything that is happening at our 
school via our Twitter page: @brackenwood_Inf or our school website 
https://www.brackenwood-infant.wirral.sch.uk/ 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of the wonderful staff, governors 
and volunteers at Brackenwood Infant School for their relentless drive to make our 
school the best that it can be, and provide all of our children with learning 
experiences that will stay with them forever. Our children really are ‘shooting for the 
stars.’ 
 
Have a wonderful half term, and we will see you all on Monday 26th February, 
 
Kind regards 
Mr Mervyn 
 
 
 
Headteacher 
Brackenwood Infant School 
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This year, for 'World Book Day 2024', we would like to invite all children to come to 
school dressed in a costume of a favourite book character. As you would expect, this 
is a whole school event - so you can expect to see some teachers in fancy dress 
also! 
We would like to reassure you that we do not expect you to purchase a 
new  costume, and we are keen for you to be as creative as possible with items from 
within your own house! 
 
Please see the link below for some money-saving tips! 
https://www.worldbookday.com/resource/world-book-day-2024-dressing-up-
resources/?utm_campaign=2442181_Early%20Years%20-
%20books%20available%20-
%20Feb%2024&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EdCo&dm_i=35S3,1GCED,34T6
UI,5RRHN,1 
 
Also, please feel reassured that If you are struggling to find a suitable costume, 
please have a chat with a member of staff, as we have our own small selection of 
costumes within school which we will be happy to loan to your child for this event. 
We want everyone to feel as comfortable and happy on this day as possible.  We 
also appreciate that not all children like to dress up, therefore, as an alternative, 
children may come to school in non-uniform if they prefer. 
 
Please note, we are not collecting money for this event. 
 
Brackenwood Story Swap 
As part of our World Book Day events, we will be holding our first 'Brackenwood 
Story Swap'. Each child will be given an opportunity to 'swap' a book they have read 
and finished with, for a different pre-loved book  
If you would like your child to participate in this event, please send them to school 
with a book during the w.c 4.3.24 and on receipt of the book, their teacher will give a 
ticket to swap for a new pre-loved book on World Book Day.! Year groups will 
combine all books collected to enable a wider selection to choose from.  
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Attendance Certificates 
This term will be the last term that we will be sending home attendance certificates 
for children with a half termly attendance of 97% or above. As a school team we feel 
that penalising children for being ill, or for parents not sending them to school when 
they could, is not fair. However, we will continue to show our whole school weekly 
attendance percentages in our bulletin. We will of course revisit this decision if we 
find that children’s attendance begins to take a dip.   
 
 
 
myHappymind 
 
 
We are very proud to announce that we have become a ‘myHappymind’ School! This 
means, that as a school, we consider the mental health and wellbeing of our children 
as one of our top priorities. The myHappymind programme creates a positive mental 
wellbeing culture in which children build resilience, self-esteem, and character. 
myHappymind uses the latest research, science, and technology to help children 
develop lifelong habits and learn to thrive. 

 
 
 
 
Parents’ Workshop 
On Wednesday 24/1/24 Wirral’s MHST run a workshop for parents, providing 
information about anxiety and worries and what parents and carers can do to help 
their child to manage and reduce the impact of worry and fear in their lives.  
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Children’s Workshop 
On Wednesday 7/2/24 we celebrated Childrens’ Mental Health Week by raising 
awareness for anxiety.  Wirral’s MHST run a workshop for children, explaining what 
worries are, exploring the signs of anxiety, and learning about how they can manage 
their thoughts. 
 
 
F2 Phonics Workshop 
 
On Wednesday 14th February, F2 held a Phonics Workshop for parents which was 
well attended. Parents had the opportunity to see their children engaged in a phonics 
lesson, and the children loved showing their grown-ups what they could do! The 
parents were then able to take part in interactive phonics activities with their child 
around the school hall. It was wonderful to see parents and children learning 
together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent Surveys 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the families that were able to 
complete our recent surveys regarding social media and arrangements for 
workshops. The governors will be carrying out a more detailed survey regarding our 
social media platform next term, and we now have a clear steer for the preferred 
ways to organise parent workshops in future. Thank you again for your feedback and 
support, and if you would like to add your thoughts to the workshop survey then 
please click on the link below: 
https://forms.gle/VwkeCJpk5vfM4nuC8 
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Visits and Visitors 
 
What a term it has been for our children to undertake visits to local areas, work with 
different visitors and experience enrichment days and activities. Please see below a 
selection of photographs from some of these events. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Punctuality 
 
We would like to politely remind all of our families that any child arriving at school 
after 09:00am is classed as being late for school. Good attendance and punctuality 
habits are vital for your child’s education and well-being, and we therefore urge all of 
our families to ensure that their children are ready for their learning by being at 
school on time.  
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Next Clubs for Spring Term 2 
 
Next term we will be running the following clubs: 
Monday – Year 1 Gymnastics 
Tuesday – Year 2 Football  
*All of our clubs are selected by the children and our school councillors.  
 
Look out for our Modern Foreign Languages, Choir, and Gardening clubs after the 
Easter holiday  
 
 
PTA Quiz 
 
On Friday 2nd February, we held our very first PTA ‘No Kids Allowed’ Quiz, which 
was hosted by our very own Quiz Master and DJ, Miss Williams! The evening was a 
great success, with lots of fun and a healthy dose of competitiveness! All profits 
made went into the school fund (an exact total will be announced very soon!) and will 
go towards the development of our school quad area. All fundraising in the near 
future will also go towards this project. A huge thank you to all our amazing PTA 
members who worked so hard to make this evening such a success. Thank you also 
to all the parents who came along and congratulations to our winning team, 
‘Phonetically Challenged’. We are already planning the next one!! 
 
Measles, Mumps and Rubella 
 
You will have seen news stories about the increase in measles cases across the UK 
recently. There is an ongoing outbreak in London and the West Midlands, with a 
small number of confirmed cases within the Northwest.  There are currently no 
confirmed cases of measles within Wirral. However, because measles is highly 
infectious and it can lead to serious consequences. 

 
Vaccines are our best line of defence against diseases like measles and help stop 
outbreaks occurring in the community.  Children aged between 12 months and 11 
years old who have not received 2 doses of the measles, mumps, and rubella 
vaccine (MMR) are being offered vaccination by their GP as part of a national catch-
up programme. Wirral’s School Aged Immunisation Service will continue to support 
any missed vaccinations for children in Year 7 and above. Parents and Guardians 
can check their child’s Red Book to see if they’ve received MMR vaccinations as  
their GP surgery if they are unsure. 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 
Monday 26th February -  All children back to school and after school 

clubs begin 
Wednesday 28th February-  St David’s Day Assembly (2:45pm) 
Thursday 29th February -   Proposed Year 2 Walk to Benty Hey Woods 
Friday 1st March (am) -   Yee Haw Drama Workshops (All Year Groups) 
Wednesday 6th March -  2D Forest School Sessions begin 
Thursday 7th March -   World Book Day and Launch Assembly (AM) 
Friday 8th March -    Ramadan Assembly (2:30pm) 
WC 11/03/24 -   Parents’ Evening Week 
Wednesday 13th March -  Women in Science Assembly (2:45pm) 
Friday 15th March -    Comic Relief 
Monday 18th March -  F2 Height/Weight Assessments with School 

Nursing Team 
Wednesday 20th March -  Parent Workshop – Understanding My Child’s 

Behaviour (2:00pm due to availability of Lesley 
from MHST) 

Thursday 21st March -   Year 2 Trip to Christchurch for Easter Experience 
Friday 22nd March -  SPRING FAIR 
Wednesday 27th March -  Easter Assembly with Revered Mike (2:45pm) 
Thursday 28th March Cake Sale in the School Hall for Jess from 

Charlie’s Childcare 
Thursday 28th March -   Last Day of Term 
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Free neurodiversity conference for parents 

  

On Wednesday 20 March, we're delighted to be hosting our virtual 

conference 'Celebrating, Embracing & Empowering Our Children'. Join us 

for a day of learning practical advice and strategies tailored towards building 

up and empowering neurodiverse children. 

Register Your Free Place  

 

Sharing is caring 

  

Do you know any parents, carers or families who might be interested in this 

virtual event? Download a digital flyer now and help spread the word on social 

media, support groups and forums. Remember, sharing is caring! 

Download Digital Flyer  

 

Event agenda 

  

 10am-11am 

Empowering Children Through Speech & Communication 

Presented by Carrie Vincent, Speech and Language Therapist for our 
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Group. 

11.15am - 12.15pm 

Embracing Brilliance In Primary School Pupils  

Presented by Claire Traynor, Headteacher, Hall Cliffe Primary School. 

12:45pm - 1:45pm 

Celebrating Neurodiverse Journeys In The Early Childhood 

Presented by Tracy Bowyer, Parenting Coordinator, The ADHD Foundation. 

2pm - 3pm 

Unlocking Opportunities For A Bright Future 

Speaker TBA 

Upcoming webinars  

Arron Hutchinson, Education Training Director from The ADHD Foundation, will 

explore what ADHD is, how to spot characteristics of three types of the 

condition, exploring an understanding of executive functioning challenges and 

emotional dysregulation, and how we can best support children overcome 

these difficulties. 
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Register Now  

 

Download Digital Flyer  

 

Amy McElhatton, Leading Phonics Consultant, will deliver a virtual session, 

outlining the basics of phonics, including the relationship between letters and 

the sounds letters make, the alphabetic code and top tips for supporting your 

child as they navigate learning a phonics-based approach in the classroom and 

at home. 

Register Now  

 

Download Digital Flyer  

 

Helen Rutherford, Specialist Sleep Practitioner from The Sleep Charity, will 

present a session exploring the physiology of sleep, understanding common 

sleep issues, looking at why children with SEND struggle more than other 

children, and strategies tailored to support our children in having a peaceful 

nights rest. 

Register Now  

 

Download Digital Flyer  

 

Latest podcast  

Laura Oliver & Maggie Morton, Occupational Therapists from our Group, join 

us for a discussion exploring 'Sensory Support For Primary Aged Pupils'. In 

this episode, we discuss the most common sensory-seeking behaviours, 

mailto:schooloffice@brackenwood-infant.wirral.sch.uk
https://cx1--04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/LY+113/cX1--04/VWjFbv7QxH67W6vdG3S5dGGzhW8QwHkG59sy2fM9V8jK5nXHsW5BWr2F6lZ3lKW5G5x847_dvM-W7z3ls-6Fp6YwW3syw0w5F_kzSW2tNNft6XcryxW2CPRVy5WZ3m5W7jqRMW6dNX0yN4GGV5jWLx2-W2YNhd33_45s1W6T75qB2grXXcW7xL3Wg8b7LDMVk9P652KwRzYW4YG_cL2L2Rr5W878Qdr6yrYKfN3-gmNm4SV6qVgQczM3R0fFGW60kVVP2w8HhPW5j7QVk7cKm_pW2VJyTq3YLSfRW2_SGkN32qTSkW527gXd7yrv8BW6-2bcF269XdsW9cLKBc5vy9nKW5Gskkw60WvdfW93bS0d80j9hJW8HW2tZ553RRGW6McfZw2X386BW7-fc7d5TdVH9W3cmMy06Ph0CnW1LJJkh8TbDKCN3mSs_kZTjCTW3QJ-Pt600wqWN291QhwMzTwbW1LTfMv6XfQj7W8jfXFL2hF6PddN6NZv04
https://cx1--04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/LY+113/cX1--04/VWjFbv7QxH67W6vdG3S5dGGzhW8QwHkG59sy2fM9V8k05nXHsW69t95C6lZ3phW5vtGxP8qq-vcN4FM2RcW01spW5g79Bl4Lg4W5W84rl6t3Swr9jW1M78YX4cf4znW1NF8Gq8z9qrmW716s8P7zy5CdW2ZG0G19f1_T1W1NSWZ-8P9sFdW71tBcN93_QylW23TRyt8k7YDpW6tfWy03dFXrzMtVZM--GF2tW8yFdr16TDnDfW1TFQpM6qQrBrW3W35QH7svzqvW6qXPff7BRtmmW5ywtkH2f4KCJN6wZtRjJyNqjW6hNLVr2b_rL1W6X9W0p1VstV4W7Lb5ll40c3V8W48Rx0W2sksjPW24013J5DWc4cW20B-f86FycRlW5Xc6qz16cs7FW7Zzq6_2K8yMQW7QTPcb7YnvJbN45CpN5ptp0JW4DQs3j8H8wjGW5Wf2hs20QmljW5flKM63jTBpWW1dlj__61qdkxN6XYR6F5xgRWW8PLXq327x8f5W3r2GZ_5-vRyzf43drKW04
https://cx1--04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/LY+113/cX1--04/VWjFbv7QxH67W6vdG3S5dGGzhW8QwHkG59sy2fM9V8jK5nXHsW5BWr2F6lZ3lSW96qYT24pG4bdW6kZqJF4x0M8GW4cZP9S5T2W0SW3C7xP_7RpzVkW6Zsc8b2YsfvhW89tPCq2pSV51W8zmKRX8TB_1CW5MSDY44dlBcQW6g5Jth5XZl23W8blgdp5mBnYCW3HK53t4bhvlbW58q_C47-XZFwW1kQ_ZN5gR4ZjW8jz35n1mqmHPW58dB-T6k5j7jW7dhD5N115CWMN3nb1MKTlqDNW3b1Z-G3d4ZrvW1wsZrn7d4lqHW4tNGVb2sTy4_V9yd2541xDXbW8mcW_x74_vvHW6JVQZ967L0BjW8tSSHp4lnvPWW7XCsCf1FMJbyW8nFZx06_HVC8W4ZpwkC3TJpx_W27tpk93H8KQ_W6dcsBt5v3yN5W2R_s7l98b_bJW31zDNZ5-SxnCW1VMmLP1X6VM_W8Pl3028-dW6qW5z4cFQ7-cCD0f98QDyq04
https://cx1--04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/LY+113/cX1--04/VWjFbv7QxH67W6vdG3S5dGGzhW8QwHkG59sy2fM9V8k05nXHsW69t95C6lZ3l3W53D0c54Hh3D7N7GqCQ6RymXfW8XdNP33gY2tsW5zXF4l3x21gJN7GLbxbLzJV3W13vKcc1rwdh1W8y8q5f16Kf_2N2-S1fwFlBq4W6VTs6d59qSwDW6wgD8_6ZDwQMW1dtW9P2Zpk7RW8J-9wN3Nz_B2N52qLnbYJrcTW7xJnb-1c3fLqW2B1bRg5tbphVW9lkkTk1CyNVfW22TDzK1cL8T8W5T0pVZ3Y9_6ZW458Fys7LVWyyW5rFN6z4P015xW8pV6zJ98m7LRN60BJmksgNH1W2m_l4H1ky0Z_W34dw-Y9fdx-hW7yj-Rn80cJjdW6CF5f22x11Y-W3_lBx56JZJ-TW2dJxgg3RjhhbW3w728-2JSpC-W2SZ3xv5hwbHYW25nsfh29GVDPMPLQp36BYxCW1xhx8M6l8c-HW4J_mtn1jd5zSW56DvWW1_pYzWW5FXPwj2dn4fnf1cqtDK04
https://cx1--04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/LY+113/cX1--04/VWjFbv7QxH67W6vdG3S5dGGzhW8QwHkG59sy2fM9V8jK5nXHsW5BWr2F6lZ3mQW7dY19K1rn-s1W1WDDXy5V2lV0V6tky17Sr1JhW74wR1F3-3vTRW1DqH682Z6bM4W1TjQDx4KmSgRW67H0T_78lXN-W8b1kvK8yPJYZVnwkB93BXF12W243bnX9cM5cFW4H975n9ghWxSW3jC_Ng5pb-hvW96BJKP1Q6HztW1VH_ks68_VJkW8Fpr3Y7fdjnPW5WKybV80h4WkW6PqRbZ3L6GdxW50_K8C4FtvfjW2K50zC2hycpzW6SbSVS3wTGXxN3BWCxZSmRKTW2wt2tc5BP8YQMWZb60CJ_X9VX8n6B8w3lTyW9lV6nB49lcX1VHF1kS6HCnd3W7hR2RS8kYllfW2dVlSK6VMSs-W7YFzPT7XMdJyW4RyqtP8hqdT6W36bJ7x5JPcl2W81w_L988p1z7W5bvhCf6fqfvcW9fgknG5WBX32dYKg8M04
https://cx1--04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/LY+113/cX1--04/VWjFbv7QxH67W6vdG3S5dGGzhW8QwHkG59sy2fM9V8kW5nXHsW7Y9pgv6lZ3pyW11kdD86tCRpKV16rqh3Ym4nVVTCsd14Xzj4XW5k-DhT64tJBPN16K1mMLQmhmW4j8lcT5PSsHdW4FZxwz4clKFtW1Ltf5l8_pFY0W5MG9wS3K72wnW5ts_895JF3bQW5c3z76752QkDVLyDDM6NTGj0W8-ZmNM6YZYynW3hG3my6trBVNW7kcMcl6rfSplW1VnRL04g1fYVW6Kmdh89k_nBbW74N2kw8sV763N5fgMWtYN4khW4vTg4X2__5fsW6Fxx5f5YWHhKW10n5Mb38bfxJVhqGP44x7753W4z4_GP4_HH7JVMWTqk3t1j18N1nWx7NL7MHRW6k-rnK1bB-KgW4NR2V64DWPfFW7Tz_rN3BwHfYW3ngnQj98VqNcW7yvWq077BpSnW8ZXxr08H4gdnVJ86gg5YMQPSMlft3pq34SKW3Kx_7r3_jpCjVxs-J54VYRSlW6kF6tJ26xdGMW1S2rQH8JNmF1W3hP37N7Dd65DW7_456j3sMRLyW93gX_s5M-Pj1W6v4G9C7XHJ-zf3By4q404


Brackenwood Infant School 
Pulford Road, Bebington, Wirral, Merseyside, CH63 2HN 
Email: schooloffice@brackenwood-infant.wirral.sch.uk 

Tel: 0151 608 9117 
Headteacher: Mr C. Mervyn 

To guide and nurture all children to 

shoot for the stars 

                            
 

navigating sensory regulation, overload, and therapy-informed tools and 

strategies to support them. 

Listen Here 
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